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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/3/2006 has been entered. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kevin G. Shao (the Undersigned Attorney, Reg. No.45,095) on 4/13/2006. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

"1. (Previously Presented) A computer implemented method comprising: 

storing product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client devices 
over a network, the product data representing one or more products 
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offered by the server, wherein the requests from the client devices are 
received for purchasing at least one of the offered products; 

generating a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the 
product data based on how often the search requests for requesting the 
subsets of the product data have been received by the server from the 
client devices previously, wherein a search request is designated as a 
common search request if a number of the search requests received at 
the server from the client devices within a predetermined period of time 
exceeds a predetermined threshold; 

performing searches in one or more databases associated with the server in 
response to the set of common search requests to identify one or more 
products; 

storing on the server a result of the searches based on the common search 
requests associated with the identified one or more products; 

receiving at the server a subsequent search request from a client device over the 
network; 

the server determining whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to 
one of the previously performed common search requests whose search 
results are stored in the server; 

providing results from the stored results of the common search requests 

previously generated in response to the common search requests without 
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performing a search for the subsequent search request, if the subsequent 

search request is equivalent to one of the common search requests; 
performing the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent 

search request is not equivalent to one of the previously performed 

common search requests; and 
designating the subsequent search request as a common request if a number of 

the subsequent search request received within the predetermined period 

of time exceeds the predetermined threshold. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the product data is stored 
on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein and all requests from a particular 
user during a session are directed to a single server. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a session comprises all requests that 
occur between a first request of the session and a predetermined period of time during 
which no requests are received by the server. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3, wherein the product data and 
information related to the session are maintained in volatile memory of the server. 



5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the set of one or more 
common search requests comprises one or more searches for a category of information 
related to various products including at least one medicine product offered by the server 
over the network. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein the data stores product 
information for use with an electronic commerce World Wide Web site, and wherein at 
least one search request for at least one medicine product is designated as a common 
search request based on whether the at least one search request for the at least one 
medicine product is commonly used in a specific season of a year at the time of the at 
least one request is received at the server. 

8. (Previously Presented) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed by one or more processors, cause one 
or more electronic devices to: 

store product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client devices 
over a network, the product data representing one or more products 
offered by the server, wherein the requests from the client devices are 
received for purchasing at least one of the offered products; 

generate a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the 

product data based on how often the search requests for requesting the 
subsets of the product data have been received by the server from the 
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client devices previously, wherein a search request is designated as a 
common search request if a number of the search requests received at 
the server from the client devices within a predetermined period of time 
exceeds a predetermined threshold; 
perform searches in one or more databases associated with the server in 
response to the common search requests to identify one or more 
products; 

store on the server a result of the searches based on the common search 
requests associated with the identified one or more products; 

receive at the server a subsequent search request from a client device over the 
network; 

determine by the server whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to 
one of the previously performed common search requests; 

provide results from the stored results of the common search requests previously 
generated in response to the common search requests without performing 
a search for the subsequent search request, if the subsequent search 
request is equivalent to one of the common search requests; 

perform the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent search 
request is not equivalent to one of the previously performed common 
search requests; and 
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designate the subsequent search request as a common request if a number of 
the subsequent search request received within the predetermined period 
of time exceeds the predetermined threshold. 

9. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
product data is stored on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein and all 
requests from a particular user during a session are directed to the server. 

10. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 9 wherein a 
session comprises all requests that occur between a first request of the session and a 
predetermined period of time during which no requests are received by a single server. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 10, wherein the 
product data and information related to the session are maintained in volatile memory of 
the server. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 8 wherein the 
set of one or more common search requests comprises one or more searches for a 
category of information related to various products including at least one medicine 
product offered by the server over the network. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 3 wherein the 
database stores product information for use with an electronic commerce World Wide 
Web site, and wherein at least one search request for at least one medicine product is 
designated as a common search request based on whether the at least one search 
request for the at least one medicine product is commonly used in a specific season of 
a year at the time of the at least one request is received at the server. 

15. -20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] Computer [[computer]] data [[signal]] instructions 
embodied in [[transmission]] a computer readable storage medium [[comprising 
instructions]] that, when executed by one or more processors, cause one or more 
electronic devices to: 

store product data on a server coupled to receive requests from client devices 
over a network, the product data representing one or more products 
offered by the server, wherein the requests from the client devices are 
received for purchasing at least one of the offered products; 
generate a set of one or more common search requests for subsets of the 

product data based on how often the search requests for requesting the 
subsets of the product data have been received by the server from the 
client devices previously, wherein a search request is designated as a 
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common search request if a number of the search requests received at 
the server from the client devices within a predetermined period of time 
exceeds a predetermined threshold 
perform searches in one or more databases associated with the server in 

response to the set of common search requests to identify one or more 
products; 

store on the server a result of searches based on the common search requests; 
receive at the server a subsequent search request from a client device over the 
network; 

determine by the server whether the subsequent search request is equivalent to 
one of the previously performed common search requests; 

provide results from the stored results of the common search requests previously 
generated in response to the common search requests without performing 
a search for the subsequent search request, if the subsequent search 
request is equivalent to one of the common search requests; 

perform the search for the subsequent search request if the subsequent search 
request is not equivalent to one of the previously performed common 
search requests; and 

designate the subsequent search request as a common request if a number of 
the subsequent search request received within the predetermined period 
of time exceeds the predetermined threshold. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The computer data [[signal]] instructions of claim 21 
wherein the product data is stored on one of a plurality of servers, and further wherein 
and all requests from a particular user during a session are directed to the server. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer data [[signal]] instructions of claim 22 
wherein a session comprises all requests that occur between a first request of the 
session and a predetermined period of time during which no requests are received by a 
single server. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer data [[signal]] instructions of claim 23, 
wherein the product data and information related to the session are maintained in 
volatile memory of the server. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer data [[signal]] instructions of claim 21 
wherein the set of one or more common search requests comprises one or more 
searches for a category of information related to various products including at least one 
medicine product offered by the server over the network. 



27. (Currently Amended) The computer data [[signal]] instructions of claim 26 
wherein the database stores product information for use with an electronic commerce 
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World Wide Web site, and wherein at least one search request for at least one medicine 
product is designated as a common search request based on whether the at least one 
search request for the at least one medicine product is commonly used in a specific 
season of a year at the time of the at least one request is received at the server.-- 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13, 14, 21-24, 26 and 27 are allowed. 

Reason for allowance 

4. This communication warrants no examiner's reason for allowance, as applicant's 
reply makes evident the reason for allowance, satisfying the record as whole as 
required by rule 37 CFR 1.104(e). In this case, the substance of applicant's remarks 
filed on 3/3/2006 with respect to the added claim limitation point out the reason claims 
are patentable over the prior art of record. Thus, the reason for allowance is in all 
probability evident from the record and no statement for examiner's reason for 
allowance is necessary (see MPEP 13202.14). 
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Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3936. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. 
to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung, can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Khanh Dinh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
4/14/2006 



